OBSERVATION CHECKLIST

Adapted from Classroom Interaction by Ann Malamah-Thomas OUP 

	PERSONAL QUALITIES
	GRADE

	 Personality- “Presence” general style
	

	Ability to establish rapport


	

	Voice – Audibility, ability to project
	

	PREPARATION
	GRADE

	Lesson plan, balance and variety of activities, timing
	

	Clarity, limitation and specification of aim
	

	Suitability of materials / methods for level and type of class
	

	EXECUTION
	GRADE

	Techniques of class management


	

	Progress through the lesson


	

	Presentation of materials:

Meaningful, motivated, contextualized
	

	Questioning: graded, directed, appropriate


	

	Ability to foster genuine language use
	

	Awareness and correction of errors
	

	Use of blackboard or equivalent


	

	Use of other aids


	

	Maintenance of interest


	

	Involvement and encouragement of learners
	

	Checking of learning


	

	Achievement of aims


	

	Ability to adapt and extemporize


	

	Understanding and handling of:

Structure

Lexis

phonology
	

	Handling of text, dialogue, etc.
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Task:  Rewrite [one of] the writing tasks from the SE1 textbook Unit 4 p. 121 so that it has the characteristics of a competency-based assessment.

Results of task:

Example 1:

To celebrate National Science Day, write a biography for your school magazine on a famous scientist/inventor who you think brought much to mankind.

• Decide who you are going to write about

• Give an outline of his or her life (date, place of birth, education)

• Write about his/her best achievement

• Organize the biography in two main paragraphs: personal life and achievements

Example 2:

1. Choose an invention from the list below.

2. Write a biography of its inventor (¶ 1)


• state his/her date and place of birth/death


• family background


• studies / research


• reasons for the invention

3.  Describe the invention (¶ 2)


• what is it?


• what is it made/composed of


• what is it used for?

4.  Have your point of view about the invention (¶ 3)

5.  Create a poster in which you illustrate both the inventor/ion.

New task: Look at each example.  Then read the characteristics of a competency-based assessment task.  If it exhibits the characteristic, write ‘yes’ in the blank; if it lacks the characteristic, write ‘no’ in the blank.

Characteristic
Example 1
Example 2

1. It is geared toward year-end objectives/competencies

________
_________ 

that focus on communication and meaning; linguistic aspects

 (grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary)are in a supporting role

2. It requires learners to perform a task in which they

use language to fulfill a purpose that simulates real life

________
________


• there is a context or situation provided


________
_________


• it provides a genuine/authentic purpose


and audience





________
_________

3.  Student interest is addressed so that it is engaging

________
_________

4.  Expectations are clear in terms of genre, length, topic

________
_________

Rubrics for assessing the writing task
Example 1

	Rate(
Criteria 
	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs improvement

	Relevance
	• The written work meets the requirements (descriptors)

• Describes a person’s life and achievements in the correct sequence order
	Relates achievements with a brief life account
	Mentions achievements only
	Mentions a brief life account

	Linguistic competence
	• Uses appropriate and simple lexis

• Mentions historical places, dates

• Uses past narrative and time markers correctly

• Good use of prepositions and punctuation
	• Uses past tense correctly

• simple lexis

• mentions only some events

• few sequencers
	• Uses past with some confusion

• Little use of punctuation
	• Misuses tenses

• Misuses prepositions

	Format
	• Meets standards of press article

• Organizes writing into two paragraphs

• Respects chronological sequence of events
	• Meets standards of press article

• Absence of paragraph organization

• Respects chronological order
	• Does not meet standards of press article

• Absence of  organization

• Respects chronological order to a certain degree
	• Absence of chronological order

• Lacks organization


Example 2:

Relevance:
Most ideas related to the biography and the description of the invention

Reason(s) for invention is/are mentioned

4

3

2

1

Writing 
Includes two paragraphs (inventor/invention)

Competence:
3rd paragraph shows point of view



Provides ideas/information in chronological order

4

3

2

1

Linguistic
Correct use of tenses (past simple and present perfect)

Competence:
Correct use of prepositions in/on



Use of sequencers, big range of vocabulary and punctuation & capitalization

4

3

2

1

Creativity
More information is provided



Richness of vocabulary items



Convincing point of view

4

3

2

1
Class summary of rubric results

Two-paragraph article on inventions

	Rate(
Criteria 
	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs improvement

	Relevance


	# of students ____
	 ____
	____
	____

	Linguistic competence
	 _______
	______
	_______
	______

	Format


	____
	____
	____
	____


Competency Based Assessment

	Useful for Teachers

· Helps them identify the strengths and weaknesses of specific learners

· Helps to keep track of learners’ progress

· A tool for modulating/improving teaching

· Atomized performance can be easier to rate.


	Challenging for Teachers

· Time-consuming: takes time to design task and rubrics in large classes

· Takes time for teachers comprehend and implement the new way of assessment

· How can they improve based on results?  How can the address learners’ weaknesses?

	Useful for Learners

· Learners are made aware of what to do and how they will be assessed.

· Learners become aware of weaknesses and strengths

· The task is more detailed and gives more information about exactly what is expected in terms of their performance.  They are more guided/supported in their performance.

· Assessment will be less stressful for learners.  


	Challenging for Learners

· They tend to be more subjective in assessing self/peers

· Need to be more careful about what they do

· (Both useful and challenging for learners)  involving them in creating of assessment tools

· Getting them to view assessment as a tool for improvement rather than sanction/penalization

· How can they improve based on results?  How can the address learners’ weaknesses?




A continuum of assessments (Wiggins & McTighe 2005 p. 152)

Informal checks
Observations &
Tests &
Academic      Performance

for understanding
dialogues

quizzes

prompts        tasks
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